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the Cabinet was the second to be made by this President,
so that his constitutional faculties were ended by this fact.

But the result of the elections changed the picture. The
elected cabinet had a strong Left Wing majority and there
could be nothing more mortifying for the defeated parties
than that this cabinet should be sure of a long life, or at
least a life as long as the time between its constitution and
the end of the President's period in office.

Moreover, since the unfriendliness of Sefior Alcala
Zamora to the Popular Front Government was well-
known, it did not suit them to take away his power of
issuing another decree of dissolution. The Right Wing
adapted its part in the debate to this political opinion, and
with more or less disguise, accepted the Presidential thesis
that the dissolution of the Cortes Constitujentes should not be
considered as one of those two dissolutions authorised for
the President by the constitution.

Such a change of principles awoke the suspicion of the
Popular Front parties and decided them to make a
declaration to the contrary. That is to say, to state that
with the dissolution of the last Cortes, the President of the
Republic had used his prerogative twice.

The voting of the Cabinet accepted this doctrine by a
great majority and I had to carry out the procedure
indicated in these cases by Article 81 of the Constitution.

This article says: "The President of the Republic can
convoke an extraordinary Congress if he considers it necessary.
He can suspend the ordinary sessions of Congress in each form of
legislature by one month in the fast period, and fifteen days in the
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